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ordinary course of history this might have been the work of generations, even of centuries ; it now had to be accomplished within a few weeks in the atmosphere of war, with the defeated countries ruled out of the negotiations and the victorious left to judge in their own cause as well as in that of their opponents.
In the days before railways and telegraphs a little group of
statesmen might assemble in congress at Vienna or Verona,
and settle the affairs of Europe at their discretion, and be sure
that the small constituencies to which they were responsible
would ratify their decision.   In 1933 a vast army of newspaper
correspondents watched every stage of the proceedings, and
every statesman had behind him millions of eager supporters
t-'ng jealously lest he should abate an iota of their demands.
Ur tmblicity attended the proceedings from beginning
*reat company of secretaries, typists, experts, and
s  came with each delegation, and a multitude
*imouring to be heard, had their agents in Paris.
of material  accumulated   and  the  innumerable
^m^uxuia uirown on the vast dump-heap of Paris in these
weeks would have tested human capacity at its coolest and
wisest,  and  at that moment  cool dissection and analysis,
coherent and orderly treatment of the whole, were least to
be expected.
Before judgment is passed, certain things must be remembered. The statesmen at Paris did not, as commonly asserted, break the Austrian Empire in pieces ; it was broken beyond repair before they met, and their. task was merely to make some orderly pattern out of the fragments. Nor did they create or re-create Poland, which automatically came to fife on die defeat of Germany, Austria and Russia. In these a^d many other respects they were dealing with material given to them in a shape already fixed. The great open tioiis were die reparations to be exacted from Germany,
me ammimt of tenitory to be taken from her either permanendy or temporarily ova: and above the restoration of Alsace-tomine, die demands of Italy for additional territory, the demand of Poland for access to the sea, the future of Turkey, an*, atx>ve all, the constitution of the League of Nations, was President Wilson's chief contribution to the peace, to "the lowest point consistent with domestic safety"; and the establishment of a League at JNations.
